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Moving Forward 

As you would have seen in our last issue of The Link, I spoke 
about the changes we have made to our website with our new 
look for 2018, I have now been working to try and get all the 
important information people need to know about St. Mark's 
moved around and in an order that hopefully makes sense to our 
online visitors. It is going very well and I think I have finally 
climbed the mountain of tasks to do on the website, so now my 
attention is now moving towards what we can do with The Link 
magazine. 

As you all know we try to use The Link to let all our congregation 
know what has been going on at St. Mark's which is great for our 
friends that can't make it along as much as they would like to. 
What we have noticed though is that other churches in the area 
are moving towards a more forward-looking parish magazine 
where we highlight what's coming up. We are looking at ways to 
do this with our magazine but what we hope to do is bring you all 
the latest news and all the upcoming events in one. I'm not sure 
how I will achieve this and keep the magazine as interesting but 
we will try.  

We would also like to use The Link not just to connect with the 
people of St. Mark's but also by means of The Link to connect 
with the two communities of Raploch and Cornton. This is a big 
idea that needs serious planning in order to accomplish this but 
as you know, at St. Mark's we like to take on a challenge or two 
and often thrive in making our challenges a success.  
 

James Stewart 

LINK Editor 



3 

 

 

 

The Adventures of Breeze (part 2) 

A Canine Partner in Training. 

Hello,  

Once more, it is a pleasure to be writing to you all after suffering 

the bad weather we have had. 

I hope that it did not affect anyone too badly. 

Due to the weather, I have not had much training, but running 

about, and trying not to get lost in the snow, was very exciting. 

The training I have managed to achieve, includes recall (in the 

snow), walking at heel, visits to Sainsbury's and Tesco and a 

couple of small car journeys. I have also had a small ear infection, 

but this has now cleared up. 

My puppy parent, John, has asked me to pass on a couple of items 

that may be of interest to you all. 

First, Pippa is now away doing her advanced training. The word on 

the doggy network, is that she has settled in well and her training 

is going well. 

Secondly, John is going away for a couple of days in April to see 

another dog you may remember, called Cookie.  
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Cookie has finished her training and John is going to an event 

called a partnership ceremony, to see Cookie and her new 

partner, Janet. 

He has promised me that he will take a few photographs, and also 

that when I have my partnership ceremony, he will come and see 

me and my partner. 

I have told him that he must tell us all about Cookie and put a 

photo in my next blog. 

I must go now and tell John that it is time for my Tea. 

See you all soon 

Breeze 
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A word from our Locum 

 

 
 

My name is Lynne Robertson and I live in Bishopbriggs with 

my husband, James and my two sons, Douglas and Kenneth. 

I’m a Reader with the Church of Scotland from the 

Presbytery of Glasgow.  I was set apart as a Reader four 

years ago having completed a period of training which 

included academic study, placements and conferences.  All 

of this was done while I was working as a full-time teacher.  
 

Why did I do this? Well, I’d been involved in arranging the 

venue for the Service of Ordination and Introduction of a 

new Deaconess and during that service came the call to 

ministry.  The Deaconess? None other than our own Jean 

Porter!  

Friends, 

 

I’ve been with the congregation at St 

Mark’s for a few months, although it is 

only in the last month or so that I have 

been confirmed as the Locum in the 

vacancy – that just means being the 

substitute! I know that some of you don’t 

get out to church on a Sunday so here’s a 

wee introduction to me.   
 



6 

 

I’ve now retired from teaching.  I started my career as an 

English teacher, although History was my first love. I 

finished up as a specialist teacher in the Social Emotional 

and Behavioural Needs Service.  That meant I worked with 

pupils in secondary schools who were challenging or 

vulnerable.  I really loved working with those young people 

and I miss them.   

 

But life moves on and I’m filling my life with other things, 

including my work for the Church.  I’m an elder in my home 

church of Springfield Cambridge in Bishopbriggs and, before 

I trained as a Reader, I was Clerk to the Board for fifteen 

years.  Interestingly I’m one of those folk who enjoys 

meetings and recording them, in fact even at work I would 

frequently find myself happily volunteered to take minutes! 

 

In my spare time I enjoy swimming, reading as well as 

cooking and baking and going to live theatre.  I also enjoy 

the cinema and Paddington 2 was brilliant – although I’ll 

unashamedly confess to blubbing through it. 

 

I’m looking forward to the months ahead with you. 

 

Lynne Robertson 
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Preparing for the Journey ahead 

 

As I write this article, I am preparing for my 6-

month review meeting on 16th April which I 

would ask you to hold in your prayers. The 

review is a meeting in which we will talk about 

the previous six months and look forward to the final six 

months of my training here at St Marks. As part of the 

preparations I have to consider three questions:  

1. What has gone well?  

2. What has been a challenge?  

3. What have I learned about God or my call?    
 

We have been in the Lenten season of reflection here at St. 

Mark’s.  
 

A time to prepare adverts for a new minister.  

A time for new faces to join us in leadership and worship.  

A time when the harshness of the old season weather has 

given way to the new growth of spring.  

A time when time itself is adjusted to making way for British 

Summer time. 
 

During Lent we are reminded too of the 40 days of time 

Jesus spent in the wilderness. A time of preparation for 

what was to come.  
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This wilderness experience was 

important, it was a time where Jesus 

faced the temptation we all face – 

the temptation to suit himself and 

leave behind God’s plan. Easter 

Sunday is the celebration that God’s 

will triumphed. 

 

It is a time too, when we might be tempted to ask, “Can I 

afford to suit myself now?”  

 

If that IS where we stop - at the foot of the cross - then the 

danger is, we remain in the Lenten season always preparing 

but never setting out on the route. As the days lengthen 

and the air begins to warm, we are encouraged to journey 

onward and find out what God has in store for us.  

 

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, 
         planted in the house of the LORD, 

    they will flourish in the courts of our God. 
 They will still bear fruit in old age, 

    they will stay fresh and green. 

Psalm 92:12-14 
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The Psalmist reminds us that with God we will flourish and 

that even with age the righteous will stay fresh and green. 

Christ came to show Gods love to the world.  

 

As followers of Christ, this means as we set out on the 

journey- having prepared in Lent- we can do so with the 

same vigour as those who are green and new to their call. 

We might seek those in our community who are struggling 

to grow and share our meal with them. We can point out 

along the way the places in the community that hinder new 

shoots of life, and choose to walk alongside the people, 

projects and spaces where we see God already at work and 

where life blossoms. We can continue to bear the fruit of 

the spirit that are peace and joy as we journey onwards.  

 

On 16th April the interview panel will share with me the 

next steps on the probationary journey. Perhaps, like me, 

you might ask; ‘God, show me what are the next steps you 

are calling me to take, to grow YOUR Kingdom?   

 

Claire Herbert 

Probationary Deacon 
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Vandalism 

 

Spring is here. It’s the School 

Holidays; and a chance for the 

children to get out and about. 

Unfortunately, this also means 

that the season of Vandalism 
(DESECRATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY)  

is once again with us. 
 

This is a problem that affects all Churches, but this latest act 

of Vandalism has created a lot of problems. 
 

So, what has happened to your church, during this holiday? 
 

On Saturday, 7th April, the Waste Unit for the hall toilets 

was severely damaged. 

You may think that this would not be too great a problem, 

but it does mean that all the toilets within the hall had to 

be placed out of bounds. 

This in turn, led to all the Hall Bookings having to be 

cancelled, until the problem could be resolved. 
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As this is just the latest in a very long episode of vandalism: 

damage to fences; the church and hall roof having to be 

repaired; graffiti on the church walls; fire raising) the Board 

have had to look at having CCTV installed, to ensure that all 

our members, hall users and visitors are safe. 

As we have also had to comply with the new Fire 

Regulations, you may see a lot of work happening within 

the Church and grounds in the next few months. 

We hope that this shall all be complete before our Annual 

Holiday Club takes place. 

Please pray that this episode of desecration of church 

property shall be the last. 

John Murie 

Clerk to the Board 
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Vandalism and Facebook 

Something quite remarkable happened following the events of 7th 

April…..a community reacted to the news that the church had 

been targeted by vandals. The news (below) was posted to our 

Facebook page, that day. Within two hours, we had reached over 

600 people. 

 

Five days later, that number is more than 7,000. We have had 

three offers of help from local plumbers.  

“We are sorry to share the news that full use of our halls by 
local community groups will not be possible for some days. This 
is due to the actions of vandals on our buildings. A sewage pipe 
which serves our toilets was damaged this weekend leaving us 
without toilet facilities. 

For a small congregation like ours, the financial impact of this is 
great. This is the latest incident in recent weeks involving acts 
of vandalism and fire setting around our buildings. 

We value being able to serve local groups by providing a place 
to meet and giving local children and families a place to receive 
support and the opportunity to participate in clubs. We are 
trying to remedy the situation as soon as possible and apologise 
for any inconvenience caused. 

All groups are being contacted individually. We 'll give an 
update as soon as we can.” 

#vandalism #church #community 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vandalism?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/church?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/community?source=feed_text
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Another offer came from a gentleman in Saffron Walden, who 

would have fixed the damage for free had he been nearer. Local 

people have shared our post with friends and family and sent us 

messages of support, for example: 

• “This is appalling. A congregation like St. Mark's, which 

brilliantly serves the community in a UPA area of Stirling 

should not be having to fork out for major repairs caused by 

vandalism.” 

• “I'm not a church goer but this is a total disgrace. The church 

and Halls have served this community for as long as I 

remember and are a necessity for many.” 

• “Heartbreaking, the church is part of the community……. 

Hope you get it fixed soon xxx” 

These are just a sample of the messages of support we have 

received. 

The damage has now been repaired. We are grateful to James Hay 

for rescuing us in our hour of need. We have been overwhelmed 

by the kindness of local folk. We can once more host our groups 

and make them welcome and for that we are immensely thankful.  

As a result of all this activity on Facebook, we were contacted by 

the Stirling Observer and an article appeared with the story on 

Wednesday 11th April. 

PS We found another broken window on Tuesday morning (10th) 

but - our doors are open again! 
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Heart and Soul Sunday 
 

“HEART AND SOUL SUNDAY”: held during the General Assembly 
on the afternoon of May 20th in Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh. A short train ride from Stirling after our normal 
Sunday Service and you are there!   
 
Why not come along? 
 

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 
 

Lots of tents and stalls with displays on the work of the Church of 
Scotland, local congregations and other organisations. This year, 
there is a real focus on the Year of Young People with Music, Fun 
and Games for young and old in a Family Area. A chance to meet 
up with old friends. And a wonderful closing act of worship in the 
main bandstand arena.  
 
Watch out for further information in the church intimation 
sheets. 
 

 

Deacons’ Tent at Heart & Soul 2017 
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Supergroup News 
Greetings to all from Super Group,   

It seems such a long time since we have had much to say. 

Time for change: our numbers are growing, we have some 

new starts who have quickly settled and remained with us. 

We now have 13 children on the register although, regular 

attendance is usually around 10 or 11 children.  

Last session we divided children into two separate teams. 

These were the Terrible Tigers and the Scary Sharks. 

However, exactly which team has won has yet to be 

announced.  

We were also very happy and excited to have Claire join us 

and hope she will continue to come to Super Group. Thanks 

for all your help Claire, it has been and will continue to be 

very much appreciated. The same also to you, Jean.  
 

Although it is only April, we intend soon to begin planning 

our June trip. I would like to ask all our church family and 

friends, to continue praying for the children we have, and 

also to pray more will continue to join our happy group.  

Thank you all so much for all support you have all given. It 

means a great deal to know and feel the support is there.  



16 

 

 

Special thanks and appreciation to Alan, for all the help and 

hard work he has given to Super Group. Hopefully he will 

pop in from time to time to see us. A warm welcome awaits 

you, Alan.  

Once again, a mega thanks to all who pray for and support 

us. God bless you all.  

Lynne 
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Rainbow Prayer Tree 

On Sunday 8th April, our Probationer Deacon, Claire 

introduced us to the Rainbow Prayer Tree as a symbol of 

Hope which will accompany us through our time of vacancy. 

The rainbow is a visible reminder to us all of the promises 

of God. The tree reminds us of the new life that springs 

forth with the light of the new season.   
 

Currently, the tree is but a bare branch. Over time, the tree 

will grow into our symbol of HOPE as the Rainbow of 

coloured ribbons appears in its branches.  
 

As we set out now on the path ahead, with our Nominating 

committee, seeking God’s way ahead for St Mark’s as a 

Church Family; every time we meet together as God’s 

people in prayer and worship, we will tie a coloured prayer 

ribbon onto its branches.   

 

  The rainbow is a sign given to us by God of HIS promise 

and plan for our future. As a sign of our trust in God, we will 

continue to PRAY and make visible in this worship space, 

the RAINBOW in the branches of this tree, doing this until 

our fellowship is whole once more; our prayers have been 

answered and the one, God is already calling as our next 

minister, comes. 
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The Rainbow Tree Prayer is reprinted here for your use. If 

you are unable to join us on a Sunday morning, you may 

wish to say the prayer below sometime between 11 a.m. 

and 12 noon as we pray together for the person of God’s 

choice to come and be our minister. 

 

The Rainbow Tree Prayer. 
 

Almighty Lord  

we pray for the people of St Mark’s parish. 

You know our needs even before we ask.  

Ignite our faith as we seek to fulfil your commission, 

sharing the gospel at the heart  

of the communities of Raploch and Cornton. 

 

Lord, we pray you will raise up for us,  

a minister for our church family; 

Who will boldly proclaim your Gospel; 

Faithfully administer your sacraments; 

serve your people with love and compassion;   

teaching and equipping us for our various ministries.   

 
                          Rainbow Ribbons 
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Lord, we lift up to you the women and men of our 

Nominating Committee whom we have entrusted with 

the call to do holy work on our behalf.  

 

Lord we pray for ourselves as a congregation,  

help us to wait with patience,  

to grow in hope  

and to be filled with the wonder of expectation.  

Help us to trust your will, proclaim your word  

and become more united in our faith.  

Amen  

 

 

 

 
                   The Rainbow Tree 
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Coming up at St. Mark's 

As always, we have a busy calendar here at St. Mark's, we 

are starting our summer programme of groups and events. 

 

St. Mark's @ Sainsbury's returns on Tuesday 17th April at 

5.30pm in the training room behind the café. We meet 

every second Tuesday. Why not join us as we learn more 

about Jesus together. After the informal service, we go 

through to the café and enjoy an evening meal together. A 

donations box is provided to help with the cost of this. 

 

Young @ Heart Ladies Group, returns on Wednesday 18th 

April at 1.30pm in the Small Hall. We meet every week over 

the summer (apart from Holiday Club week). Guest 

speakers have been arranged and, on the Wednesdays, 

when we have a guest, these will be open meetings when 

everyone is invited to join us. 

 

Super Group returns on Wednesday 18th April at 6.30pm in 

the Church halls. We meet every week and children from P3 

to P7 are welcome to come along and join in the fun and 

games….. oh! and there’s also a yummy snack.  
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1-2-1 Home Group returns on Tuesday 24th April at 5.30pm 

in the Session Room within the Church halls, where we join 

together to have a chat and a cuppa as we study the bible 

together. All are welcome to join us for our informal 

discussion and prayer. 
 

Our next Family Church will take place on Sunday 6th May in 

the Church halls at 2pm. You are welcome to join us for a 

light lunch at 1.30 p.m. Children are reminded to bring a 

grown up with you! 
 

This year’s Holiday Club is called “PYRAMID ROCK” and 

features the story of Joseph. It will take place from Monday 

2nd - Friday 6th July. Special Services will be held on the two 

Sundays on either side of the club. The club is open to 

children who are currently in P1 – P6.  More news to follow. 

Please invite your children and grandchildren to come 

along. 
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Stuart’s Service of Welcome 

Our former minister, the Rev. Stuart Davidson is being welcomed 
into the Presbytery of Paisley as a Pioneer Minister at 

Tannahill Community Centre, Paisley on Tuesday 1st May 7 p.m. 
 

If you would like to attend this event, please let our Session 
Clerk, David Russell know as soon as possible.  Please be aware 
we will be leaving around 5.00 p.m. and returning around 10 
p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Sunday morning at St. Mark’s 

 
World Day of Prayer 2018 from Suriname 
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Office Bearers 

 

MINISTER: Sought with God’s Help  

Deaconess: Mrs Jean Porter D.C.S. 07729 316321 

Session Clerk: Mr David Russell 01786 470159 

Clerk to the 

Congregational  

Board 

 

Mr John Murie 07583 914619 

Gift Aid Convener: Mr Eddie Mann 07856 254101 

Hall Convener: Mr John Murie 07583 914619 

Safeguarding: Mrs Lynne Swanston 07918 626177 

Church Office: (not permanently manned)  01786 470733 
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Please email any articles, news or celebration 

articles for inclusion in the next exciting issue of 

The Link to:  stmarksstirling1@gmail.co.uk 

 

  

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: 27thh May 2018 

 

 

Past issues of The Link are available on our 

website at: www.stmarksstirling.org.uk 

 

 

For the latest news: follow us on Twitter  

or visit our Facebook page. 

 

 
 

 

There are links from our website weekly news page. 

St. Mark’s Parish Church of Scotland Registered as a Scottish Charity No. SC005432 
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