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Editorial
Hello and welcome to our first Link magazine of 2018, in this
issue we hope to bring you all the latest news we can from St.
Mark's.
I took over editing the Link magazine for our last issue of 2017
and I thought that was a bit of a challenge to put together but
this one has proved to be a little more tricky thanks to modern
technology being well not so great as I like to make out. The
biggest issue we have is an unfortunate one as at the time of
going to print we don't have anything from our interim
moderator Rev. Ellen Larson Davidson but hopefully,
technology permitting, Ellen will have an article we can get to
you as an insert. Who said technology was wonderful?

St. Marks Website
Some of you may know we have our very own church website
which has been another one of my little jobs to work to
improve so we can keep all our friends of St. Mark's informed
on all the latest goings on.
Earlier this month we launched our new look website and
hopefully improved its functionality so that people can view it
more easily on their phones, we plan to do a lot more work to
the website over the coming months so that we can have a
fully modern outlet for St. Mark's. You can visit our website by
going to: www.stmarksstirling.org.uk for those who can not
view our website don't worry all the information that we
publish is either in our Link magazine or available in our
weekly intimations, but for those who want to see our new
look I have included a little screenshot to show you all what
the new 2018 St. Mark's website looks like. I hope that you all
find it easier to view and access.
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If you have any suggestions for the website or even the
Link magazine please speak to me if you see me around
the church or drop us an email at:

info@stmarksstirling.org.uk
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Link magazine
James Stewart
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SUPER GROUP
The youth team and children from Super Group would like
to wish everyone in St. Mark's a Very Happy New Year. We
would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
for the prayers and support we received from you all it was
very much appreciated by the team.
As youth leader I would ask that you would continue to
pray for both the leaders and children attending Super
Group. Although we are lower in numbers attending, there
is an amazingly strong desire that there will be a change
this session.
On a high note, we have children attending Super Group
from five local primary schools, these are: Allan's, Cornton,
Cowie, Raploch and Riverside. Many of our children really
listen and remember names, facts, figures and amounts, as
well as re-telling it to the leaders at a later date.
Finally, I thank God for each child that attends and would
like to thank our junior helper Zara Wilson who has
attended our holiday clubs as a child, grown up through
youth group and now returns as a junior helper. So a big
thank you Zara and welcome back.
I would like to ask that prayer continues for the team with
grateful thanks.
Lynne

4

Clearing the paths with your Probationer Deacon.

We have been busy over Advent and
Christmas. We made silks, sang with the
Silver band, unwrapped presents with the
kids at church, in school assemblies and at
the children’s carol service. It all seems so
long ago!
I was reminded as I wrote that our advent season began
with a word from John the Baptist “to prepare the
way”. To think about our journey with Christ.
Now that Christmas is behind us and the weather has
turned, covering our paths with snow and ice life might
seem more humdrum. As I cleared the paths and
pavements in my street with my family our neighbours
came out to help. Our community came together to
help elderly residents with shopping and push cars
which had become stranded at the school gates.
The fresh snow falls which covered our streets and
paths are a bit like our efforts to stick to the path of
Christian discipleship.
With the change in the weather come the slips, trips
and falls on the icy surfaces. The visits to the pharmacy
for lemsip, tissues and pain killers to clear the head
colds and sore throats. We miss worship and find it
difficult to keep track of friends. All the things which
make up our discipleship journey are more of a
challenge when obstacles cover our path.
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This year has been declared the Year of Young People by
the government and supported by the Church of
Scotland. We here at St Marks have taken the pledge to
engage, participate and celebrate in all our discipleship
with Young people.
So just like the snow covered days, which bring out our
young people with joyous glee to play and to build
snowmen and have fun. When it was younger people
who came round with the milk and bread, shovelled
paths and collected buckets of grit we can remember to
be thankful to God for their energy, joy and spirit. For
the reminder to look on the world with wonder not fear
and to be encouraged by the Hope of Gods promise that
we are all HIS children.
The Psalmist writes “Praise the Lord…. lightening and
hail, snow and clouds, strong winds that obey his
command.” (Ps148:7). We are reminded to spend
time in wonder at Gods creation just as the snow
falls. We continue our discipleship journey praying
for those in our community both those who help and
those who are in need of help.
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CHANCE TO THRIVE GATHERING.
On Saturday 28th. October our church hall was blessed by
the presence of representatives from nine Chance to
Thrive local groups from as far apart as Aberdeen and
Ayrshire. Each group had been invited to send four
representatives. St Mark’s Church was very well
represented, squeezing in many more than four! Twice a
year local Chance to Thrive groups come together for such
gatherings. We learn a lot from one another and are
encouraged by what is happening in the home congregation
of each group. At this gathering each local group was asked
to focus on one aspect of its Chance to Thrive project.
Some examplesSt George’ Church Aberdeen told us all about the HEATING
for their church buildings. Their costs had been massively
slashed by being able to “tap into” a community electricity
generation scheme . This scheme had been developed
locally to lower the heating bills of a number of blocks of
hi-rise flats but the church was also able to benefit. A
fortunate money saver for St George’s. Few congregations
will be able to take the opportunity of such a scheme.
However the lesson for us all is perhaps this: when
opportunities come along, grab them!
A very enthusiastic lady from Patna Waterside Church in
East Ayrshire, enthusiastically told us about how her
congregation had been led to hold a HEALTH FAYRE in
their church hall. The congregation is made up mainly of
older people with apparently few resources. Therefore
they had felt that they could do little for their local
community. However, through contacts that already
existed, they began to offer help through Alzheimer’s
Scotland to persons with dementia and their carers. Then
somebody had the bright idea, to build on this. “Let’s have
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a Health Fayre!”And as the Bible might say, “And so it
came to pass---.” Patna Waterside church hall was filled
with stalls, banners and posters and representatives from a
whole variety of charities. Charities that help individuals
who have all sorts of health problems. The local health
centre and pharmacy were also represented. The place
was filled with a multitude of people: some along to see
what it was all about, while others were seeking actual
advice and help. Later on children from the local primary
school also paid the Health Fayre a visit. This is surely an
example of imagination leading on to something practical
and very worth while.
And let’s not forget our own St Mark’s! David Russell, our
session clerk, spoke about our BUILDINGS and the
proposed plans for their redevelopment. A huge challenge;
especially in terms of raising the necessary funds. All
present were then given a tour of our buildings to get an
insight into their present condition and what is proposed.
Another major strand running through the day was FOOD.
Many congregations up and down the land are developing a
real ministry of hospitality to their local community;
through community lunches and the like. Food also
provided a much appreciated part of our own gathering
with a lovely spread provided by Bella from just down the
road. St. Mark’s hosted this gathering but the Priority Areas
Fund of the Church of Scotland met all the expensesincluding Bella’s pies! Thank you Fred Vincent, national
Chance to Thrive project coordinator.
Where will we be of to next? Who knows! Wait and see.
And let’s remember: God is the giver of every good
opportunity and he longs to open up our imaginations that
we might see these and grasp them.
Alan McKenzie
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Our nominating committee
After the Sunday morning service on 3rd December, the
congregation met together to elect 13 members or adherents to
serve on the nominating committee.
The committee’s job will be to look for our new minister, and to bring
forward the name of one candidate minister (the ‘sole nominee’),
who will then preach at a Sunday morning service, and then there
will be a vote ‘for’ or ‘against’ by the congregation.
We were allowed up to 13 people on our nominating committee,
and happily at the meeting the congregation was able to elect the
following people who had all confirmed that they would be willing to
serve on the committee:
Andrew Tomlinson, James Stewart, Lynne Swanston, Helenor
Wilson, Donnie McKinlay, Ann Grieve, Mary McKinlay, Fiona
Russell, David Russell, Anne Moodie, Rachel Stewart, Margaret
McKenzie and Sylvia Said.
The committee has had an initial meeting to understand the task in
front of it. There are many vacant congregations in the Church of
Scotland, so it may not be a quick or easy job. It was also
emphasised that all of the committee’s work has to remain
confidential. So although you may be keen to know what is
happening, please don’t ask! We will all hear the name of the ‘sole
nominee’ in due course

St Mark’s Manse
Since the end of November, the manse has been let out. This is for
an initial six month period which can be extended, depending on
how soon it is before our new minister is elected and can start.
This has the benefit of providing the accommodation the tenants
were looking for and, for St Mark’s, it keeps the house warm and
occupied, and provides an income each month which will help us to
carry out other property work.
David Russell
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St. Mark's Silk Picture & Family Church
For those who attended family church in December you got
to take part in making a silk picture thanks to Pauline
Edmiston of the Church and Society Council. With Paulines
help all those who came along to were given the chance to
take part in the event. We are planning to have a dedication
service to officially reveal the finished Silk Picture please
look out for more information when this will be.

Much fun was had by all our church family at family church
with plenty of fun and games where our little and big
children were running up and down the aisle for one of the
games and many different crafts as we all enjoyed our
breakfast thanks to Morag and Irene for feeding us all.
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Office Bearers
MINISTER:

Sought with God’s Help

Deaconess:

Mrs Jean Porter D.C.S.

07729 316321

Session Clerk:

Mr David Russell

01786 470159

Clerk to the
Congregational
Board:

Mr John Murie

07583 914619

Gift Aid Convener:

Mr Eddie Mann

07856 254101

Hall Convener:

Mr John Murie

07583 914619

Safeguarding:

Mrs Lynne Swanston

07918 626177

Church Office:

(not permanently manned)

01786 470733
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Please email any articles, news or celebration
articles for inclusion in the next exciting issue of
to:
info@stmarksstirling.org.uk
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: 1st April 2018

Copies of the latest edition of
are
available on the church website at:
www.stmarksstirling.org.uk
For the latest news: follow us on Twitter
or visit our Facebook page.

There are links from our website weekly news page.
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