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View from
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(another) Manse…
I'm writing to you on a wonderful sunny day.
I hope that it'll not be the last.
This past week has been a busy one with myself and Lynne Swanston one of our
Elders attending the General Assembly of 2016 in Edinburgh.
It was an amazing week's worth of difference - where I saw and met a
wonderful variety of people from across Scotland and the world. I also sat
through and heard a large number of deliverances being put forward from a
number of the committees of the Church.
Some of the things reported on were about global warming, earthquakes in
Nepal, HIV and Aids, housing and buildings belonging to the church, pensions,
staffing levels, church hubs, youth assemblies report, guild report, social care
and Crossreach and trust me when I say many, many more.
I'll be honest at times it was warm, at times weary, but at times interesting to
hear and amazing to consider what is happening across Scotland and the world
in the name of Christ Jesus.
Some particular highlights for me were hearing the Most Revd. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury speak and also to hear a young girl from Cramond
school play the violin as well as children from Cargilfield school singing "Love
Divine."
It was a truly amazing week, concluding with the Moderator’s remarks as well as
those of the Lord High Commissioner, Lord Hope of Craighead, there
representing the Queen. He had visited Castleview Primary School and the Big
Noise in Raploch earlier in the week.

It would take me another year probably until next year's assembly to tell you
about the events, content and people whom I've met this past week. So let me
encourage you to look at the internet or get yourself a copy of Life and Work, as
I'm sure there will be many articles to come in the next edition.
Meantime, let me encourage you to join in with what is happening locally and in
particular the events and meetings surrounding our own Chance to Thrive.
In a nutshell, we have not many gatherings left before we receive the
presentation to the congregation from architects Page \ Park. Some dates for
your diary are:
Community Consultation: Tuesday 14th June 4 - 5.30 pm & 7 - 9 pm in the large
hall.
Page\Park Presentation: Tuesday 12th July 7.30 pm in the Church.
I appreciate that by the time this edition of the "Link" is out you may well have
missed the Community Consultation but I hope you'll have heard of it and been
invited.
Once we receive the presentation in July, things will then be going at a slower
pace whilst we think about what we wish to do and begin the process of fund
raising towards that goal, whatever it may be.
I recognise, all too easily, how hard it is not to feel that all we are doing is
looking at buildings but let me encourage you that this isn't the case. We are
also continuing to do what we can and that is being done by those who work
behind the scenes as well as those up front.
Let me take this opportunity to thank those of you who do put in a lot of effort
and time to work together towards the goal of seeing our parish know how
much they are loved by the Lord Jesus, and how much they are welcomed with
open arms into His Church and amongst His folk.
May you be blessed with some words from the well-known hymn "Be Thou my
vision"
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art;
be Thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light.
God bless and keep you,

Minister
31st May 2016
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It’s that time of year again! And again we would appreciate everyone’s help
with gathering resources.
Here are a few of the things we need:
Toilet Rolls (6)
magazines
Children’s Fancy Dress outfits
Hats
Sandwich Bags (30)
A4 Coloured paper (1 ream)
A4 Silver Card ( 1 pack)
Coloured Paper ( asstd) (1 ream)
A4 White Paper (1 Ream)
A4 White Card (1 ream)
A3 Black Card (2 packs)
Tracing Paper (1 pk)
Masking Tape (3)
Hankies ( 2 boxes)
Post-it notes (6)
Plasticine (6 pks)
Assorted Poster Paints (6) White/Black/Red/Blue/Yellow/Green
Gold Florist Ribbon (1 roll)
If you can provide any of the above, please contact your elder or our Deaconess
Jean ( contact details on back page)
MANY THANKS
The Holiday Club Team
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Please print registration form and complete.
Children should bring completed form with them on the 1 st day of the club.

Ideas for Family Prayers
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Hot Seat Prayer
Have everyone in the family get together in the living room once a week.
Choose one member of the family as the prayer subject. Ask them what they
would like prayer for and have everyone pray over them. It is a wonderful way
to build family unity, and a great way to encourage each other.
Lunch Box Surprise
Make a prayer card for your children or grandchildren, print it out and stick it in
their lunch box once a week to remind them not only that you are praying for
them, but that God is with them. (Or you can make a card for your spouse and
put it in their lunch box or briefcase.)
Fridge Prayer
Make a list of things to pray for with your family and post it on the fridge. Pray
for each need, and check them off as the answers come through. A great
reminder to your kids and yourself that God does answer prayer!

Shared Spaces - SPRING PICNIC.
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St. Mark’s Shared Spaces Project is
an effort to improve life in our
community. Many will recognise the
all-too familiar sight of flytipping and
rubbish dumping which mars our
community. So, in the space
between Ivanhoe Place and Menzies
Drive we held our second event, (the
first being our Denbuilding Day)
which took the form of a Spring
Picnic.
A number of families and
individuals, many from the
surrounding streets joined us for an
afternoon of fun and a shared
picnic. Our friends from Library
Services provided a Storytelling
Corner.
Youth
Services
did
badgemaking with the children. Big
Noise brought their bells for
everyone to try. Stuart & Lesley
warmed everyone with a tea
station. Pauline Roberts, with
whom we have worked before was
our official photographer for the
day.
Our grateful thanks to Andrew and
Emma Tomlinson, for all their hard
work in organising this event and
bringing real enthusiasm to the day.
Also, to the Raploch Community
Council, for providing funding for the
event and to Raploch Community
Partnership for their help with
publicity.

Heart and Soul Sunday
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Closing Worship

Thousands turned out for “HEART AND SOUL SUNDAY” held during the General
Assembly on the afternoon of May 22nd in Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh.
There were lots of tents and stalls with displays on the work of the Church of
Scotland, local congregations and other organisations. An opportunity to meet
up with old friends and a wonderful closing act of worship in the main
bandstand arena, featuring the African Children’s Choir.

The African Children’s Choir

Perhaps we’ll see you there next year!

SCOTS NIGHT.
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On Wednesday 27th April, we
celebrated all things Scottish in
order to raise awareness – and
funds for the “Let us build a
House” project.. Each presbytery
in Scotland is being challenged to
raise a target of £500 to help build
a house in Nepal where so many
homes were destroyed in last
year’s devastating earthquake and
where our Mission Partner, Joel
Hafvenstein and his family live and
work.

Many thanks to everyone who handed in
their wee house banks for Nepal. A total
will be announced in due course by one
of the Youth Team.
Lynne and the Youth Group are planning
to continue to collect for Nepal. So
anyone who would like a new house to
help them with this project should please
speak to Lynne who will provide you with
a ready - made, reinforced house and a
smile!

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY
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Please note that due to a change in the Data Protection Act, the Hospital Trusts
no longer allow access to Admission Lists. These lists previously allowed the
ministry team to notice when a member or a parishioner was in a ward and pay
a visit.
The Ministry Team are happy to visit members who are admitted to hospital ,
however, visits to patients are very much dependent on either patients or the
family of patients letting us know they are in hospital.
There are two ways of doing this:
1. On Admission to a hospital: tell the nurse or secretary admitting you or your
family member you would like a visit from the Minister from St. Mark’s Church.
They will note your request on an admission form.
2. When a member of your family is admitted to hospital: contact the Minister
either by telephone, email or on a Sunday morning at Church.
The responsibility for letting us know you or a member of your family is in
hospital lies with yourself or your family. If we are not told, we do not know
who is in hospital.
In all cases, except for emergencies (and again is should be the family who
contacts us), the permission of the patient is necessary. In some circumstances
the visit of a Minister may be the last thing someone wants. Patient
confidentiality is paramount.

Dates for your Diary
12

10

JUNE
14

Time
4 – 5.30 p.m.
7 – 9 p.m.

16

6.30 p.m. – 8
p.m.
3 – 4 p.m.

17
19

10.50 a.m.
6 p.m.

EVENT
COMMUNITY
CONSULTATION
EVENT

SPRING PICNIC
meeting
Pre-Regisration Hour
for Holiday Club
Morning Worship Service
Evening Service

VENUE
Church Hall

Additional Info
Discuss plans
for our
buildings
with Page &
Park

Church Hall
Side Aisle
St. Mark’s
Side Aisle
Sainsburys

Rev. Stuart
Davidson

21

5.30 p.m.

St. Mark’s @ Sainsburys

24

2 p.m.

26

10.50 a.m.
6 p.m.
2 – 4 p.m.

Friday Club - End of
Session
Morning Worship
Communion Service
Evening Service
Holiday Club Set UP

Side Aisle
Church Halls

10.50 a.m.
6 p.m.

Morning Worship
Evening Service

St. Mark’s
Church Hall

Rev. Stuart
Davidson

SHOWSTOPPERS Holiday
Club

Church Halls

10th
July

1.30 – 3.30
p.m.
10.30 a.m.
11a.m.

Open to P1 –
P6
Kids,
remember to
bring adult
with you!
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7.30 p.m.

17

JULY
1
3

4–8

Training room
off cafe

Church Hall
St. Mark’s

Join us for a Quick Breakfast

CELEBRATION SERVICE
NO Evening Service

St. Mark’s

Church Halls

10.50 a.m.

Final Presentation from
Page & Park
Morning Worship

24

10.50a.m.

Morning Worship

St. Mark’s

31

10.50a.m.

Morning Worship

St. Mark’s

St. Mark’s

Rev. Stuart
Davidson

Rev Stuart
Davidson

General Assembly 2016 - A first-time Commissioner’s View
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Can I please begin by thanking Jean P, for the encouragement and prayers and
general Jean-ness (my own word) that I received when I first heard I would be given
the opportunity to attend the Assemblies. Also to Stuart, for accompanying me
throughout the week. Being given the chance of such an opportunity was beyond my
wildest dreams.
I really do not think I will ever be as excited or humbled quite as much, as when I was,
on hearing how specific countries have suffered, still suffer and probably will suffer
for some time to come, through no fault of their own. Even the words volcano,
earthquake, tsunami and illness have taken on a completely new meaning.
Astonishment struck me next when I heard my Church of Scotland family had, all of a
sudden, grown by millions throughout the world. It was no longer in my area or even
the region but global. Hearing so many voices of all nationalities singing and praying
together daily, left me in awe. I was almost speechless when I knew I had the chance
to speak to many people whom I will not see again.
I also discovered the vast amount of work that involves people all working together
for example, what CrossReach is and does; how important Safeguarding is as well as
exactly what my role in Safeguarding should have been but now will be. I have plenty
more to talk about regarding my time at the Assembly. I’m sure I will have the chance
over the next while.
Therefore, can I finish with saying a big `Wahoo!’, namely as I had the chance to
speak to my new family members from Nepal, which made me feel special, that I will
discuss later on.
Once again, thank you so much to the whole congregation. I learned new things every
day.
God bless you all.
Lynne
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Hello once more,
It’s time to update you on what has been happening in my world.
I’ve been on visits to Edinburgh, Falkirk and a visit to my family in Sauchie. Further
visits are planned to Edinburgh, Bishopbriggs and Glasgow. Training is going well. My
Recall, Walking at heel, Sit, Stay, Lie sown and all good , and all the instuctors are
happy with how I am progressing.
The BIG NEWS though, is
that the Canine Partners
attended the local school
Campus to carry out a
demonstration of the work
of Canine Partners. This
took place on 6th June.
The day started with a visit
to
the
Nursery
and
Castleview
Primary
by
Canine Partners, Heston and
Ocean with their trainers,
Danny and Helen. The
children were able to take
part in a Meet and Greet
My friends then had a chance to rest and
session with the dogs.
have some lunch before moving to the
Expressive Arts Hall for a joint Assembly
with Raploch and Our Lady’s Primary
Schools. There was a short video followed
by a demonstration by the dogs with Danny
explaining what was happening and
explaining what a difference a Canine
Partner can make to someone who is
disabled.
A good day for all involved: children and adults.
Well, what is next for me?
More training, more visits,more bus and train journeys.
See you all on my travels.

The Loveable Cookie

GROW EVENT

.
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GROW was an outreach fair held on
the morning of April 23rd in our
Church halls which attracted more
than 100 visitors to the 16 stations,
displaying resource material and
offering information on a variety of
outreach activities and ways of
working that congregations might
use to engage people and promote
the Christian faith.
St. Mark’s had its own “CHANCE
TO THRIVE” stall which was
manned by David Russell and Fred
Vincent, the Chance to Thrive
Coordinator. They had many
interesting conversations with
those attending the event.
“The committee is extremely grateful to
the staff and congregation of St Mark’s
Church for their hospitality and
willingness to provide not only premises,
but refreshments.” (extract from Church in
Community’s Report to Presbytery, May 2016)

Office Bearers
MINISTER: Rev. Stuart Davidson

01786 609237

Deaconess: Mrs Jean Porter D.C.S.
Session Clerk: Mr David Russell

0772 931 6321

01786 470159

Clerk to the Congregational Board:

VACANT

Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Eddie Mann

0785 625 4101

Hall Convener: Mr. John Murie

0758 391 4619

Safeguarding: Mrs Lynne Swanston 0791 862 6177
Please email any articles, news or celebration articles for inclusion in the next
exciting issue of
to info@stmarksstirling.org.uk
Copies of the latest edition of
www.stmarksstirling.org.uk

are available on the church website

For the latest news: follow us on Twitter or visit our Facebook page.
There are links from our website weekly news page.

CHURCH WEBSITE:
www.stmarksstirling.org.uk
CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESS:
info@stmarksstirling.org.uk
CHURCH OFFICE
( not permanently manned)

01786 470733
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