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View from the Manse
Good day to you - and it is my hope that as you
read this next issue of the church’s LINK
magazine that you enjoy its contents.
It seems as I am writing in early November just
before Guy Fawkes Night that the weather is
changing from the sunshine of the picture
opposite with its colour on the trees towards the
chill of autumn as the leaves increasingly fall to
the ground.
Emily Brontë wrote a lovely poem about the falling leaves of
autumn that welcome in the dreariness of winter.
Some people dislike the shortening days and the longer nights
and for others autumn can be their favourite season. For us all
the season of autumn speaks about change and renewal.
I was reminded recently at a St Mark's @ Sainsbury's evening
that we're all on a journey through life and that every now and
then it is good to pause and to re-consider where we are on
that journey. Good to take time to ask ourselves what it is that
we'd like to see or what are our priorities and most of all let me
suggest particularly as we move towards Christmas to take time
to spend time with God.
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Someone once wrote "in almost every case the beginning of
new blessing is a new revelation of the character of God--more
beautiful, more wonderful, more precious."
As we go through the autumn season, I hope that by the time
you read this letter you'll have enjoyed the blessings of the
autumn season.
As we move towards Christmas may you enjoy each day and
may the roots of your faith go deeper down into God so that
when the winds blow, you may as Paul the apostle wrote find
yourself rooted and grounded in Him and immovable.
We look forward to seeing you through December, please see
the dates of services and gatherings across church life to which
you're most welcome.
God bless and keep you during this season of Advent and the
coming of our Lord Jesus.

Minister
4th November 2016
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Remembrance Day Service 2016
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On a cold but dry Remembrance Day, the local community
gathered at the Village Square to remember those who have
given their lives in the service of their country.
This is an informal community event organised by the three
congregations in the Drip Road, Salvation Army, St. Mark’s and
St. Margaret’s R.C. Church and participants from the 3 churches
led the service. As ever, we are grateful to our local schools and
nursery for their support.
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Primary 7 children from Our Lady’s and Raploch Primary took
part in the service. Coral Stewart, who is now studying at Forth
Valley College and who has been involved in Big Noise for a
number of years, played the trumpet solos for our Act of
Remembrance. We were delighted that her lecturer and fellow
students were able to come along to support her. New for this
year; the Raploch Community Choir under the direction of
Simon Rennard of Big Noise led our singing and our Benediction
was led by Father Michael who has newly come as Priest to St.
Margaret’s and Holy Spirit Church in St. Ninians.

Special Guests included: Councillors Thomson, Hendry and
Gibson; Fire and Rescue Services, Station Officer Fyffe;
Representatives from the Communities Team; RCP; Forth Valley
College and Ochil Centre.
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Following the service, we moved to the Campus Bistro for a
welcome and warming cup of tea while the children enjoyed
juice and biscuits. It was a great opportunity to meet new and
old friends. Thanks to the Bistro staff for their warm welcome.
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Cloutie Dumpling
You will need:
125g/4oz Suet Chopped
250g/8oz self raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
125g 4 oz breadcrumbs
75g/3oz brown sugar
200g/8oz currants and sultanas
1 tbs each of cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg
1 tbsp. Golden (or maple) syrup
2 eggs
1 cup of milk
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Half fill a very large pot and bring to the boil. Scald a large
pie of linen or cheesecloth with boiling water then dust it
with flour. Beat the eggs, mix in the syrup and a little milk,
and gradually mix into the dry ingredients and fruit.
Place the mixture in the middle of the cloth. Tie securely
but allow for swelling. Place an inverted plate on the
bottom of the pan and put the pudding on it. Boil for 3 - 4
hours. Never allow the water to drop below half the depth
of the pudding. Dip in cold water, remove the cloth and
dry the pudding off in a medium to hot oven. Sprinkle the
top with sugar and serve with cream or custard.
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A happy and successful FUNdraiser was held in the church hall
on Saturday 12th November.
Thanks to everyone who brought items; who bought, baked,
sold, made tea, washed and dried dishes and manned the door.

Jean Healer with Kimberley McCulloch
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“The history of St Mark's stained glass windows can you help?”
The insurers of our church buildings want to know more about the five
stained glass windows in our church building, so that they can put the
right value on them.
The information we have already is as follows:
The Church has within it five stained glass windows.

Beside the Baptismal font Jesus is pictured
as the Good Shepherd with open arms, to
welcome all who come to Him. The bridge
over which He is crossing is the Old Stirling
Bridge, first built over 500 years ago and at
one time the only entry into Stirling. (This is
the Youth Fellowship Window).
The Brownie Window has
the theme ‘Suffer Little
Children to Come Unto
Me.’ The window contains
the Brownie badge within
the shield and also shown
is the winged lion of St.
Mark.

The Girl Guide Window has
the
theme
‘Christ
the
Pathfinder.’ Christ is depicted
beside the stream of life and
the fish symbolise man’s
continual struggle. The guide
badge is also contained within
a shield.
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St. Mark’s window – The Guild has the symbol of St. Mark,
the winged lion is shown holding open the book with the
text ‘Peace be with you.’

Mackie Window which depicts
Martha was gifted to the church If you know anything
about the background to
in memory of Mrs Rose Mackie.
any of the windows, who
made them, who paid for
them, or anything else
about them - please let
David Russell know. If you
have anything in writing,
photos taken at the time,
or other documents, that
would
be
specially
helpful."
Many Thanks.
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Raploch Fruit Barra closes its doors

It was with great sadness that the volunteers at the Raploch
Fruit Barra made the decision to close the doors of the Barra on
Friday, 21st October.
Thank You to the volunteers who made it possible for us to buy
our fruit and vegetables at cost price. Thank You for the smiles
and the laughter and the welcome which greeted us on a Friday
morning.
Many of us have stories to share of the past five years.
Our community was well served by the Barra. It was ourselves,
and our friends and neighbours who benefited from these
volunteers' willingness to rise early on a Friday morning making
up soup bags, fruit bags, salad and coleslaw tubs.
St. Mark’s would want to assure the Barra volunteers that all
their hard work has been very much appreciated!
Sadly a lack of volunteers coming forward to help has meant
that our community is now the poorer for not having the Fruit
Barra in its midst.
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Alan presents prizes to Angelina & Cameron
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SUPER GROUP SLEEPOVER
Greetings from the mob who decided to sleep in the church hall
for the St Mark`s lock in. Also a special thanks to all the parents
who kitted their children out so well. All donations of food were
gratefully appreciated by all; we even have lots of food left,
which will be consumed in due course. I guess I didn’t really
understand a fourteen inch pizza meant fourteen inches,
especially as I ordered three plus a ten inch one. Along with
pizza we had soup, sandwiches, sausage rolls, scones, hot
chocolate, crisps, sweets and juice and a whole lot more.
The games were fun with the younger children having games
such as Super Heroes (which is now banned for a few weeks),
Soup (one popular game which was introduced by Jean P.) The
older children played murder, ship, sea, shore and a few others.
We then all had crafts which were really the highlight of the
night. We made wooden faces of each other, wooden banks,
wooden people and Celtic colouring in. My heartfelt thanks are
sent to the following people, Stuart, Jean P and Jean D, Jennifer,
James and Rachel Stewart, Elaine Ross, and Helenor Wilson.
They were rewarded with a large cake. Some of us were even
enjoying ourselves so much that we forgot to go to bed. Oh
dear! How silly?
In conclusion all I can say is, roll on the next one, I wonder how
many will be in agreement and will come to the next one. Time
will tell.
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Again, thank you to everyone who helped in any way, making
the night so much fun for all whom either attended or stayed
over. Crafts made by the children and adults along with their
opinions’ of the whole evening now decorate the walls in the
church hall. Why not come and view them yourselves?
All the best to you all, thanks especially to my team of leaders
for all their hard work throughout.
God bless you all,
Lynne
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Pippa’s World: A Canine Partner in training

Hello to all.
In case you think this should be Cookie’s
World, I have the pleasure of taking over
from Cookie, as he is now getting ready
to go on the Advanced Training Scheme.
A little bit about myself. I am a Golden
Labrador/Retriever aged 8 weeks.
As I am so young, I am not allowed to do very much at the
moment, but my Puppy Parent John says that I will be able to
attend all the Christmas Services, and make a lot of new friends.
I am so looking forward to that.
I managed to have a very quick word with Cookie before he left,
and he asked me to thank all the friends that he had met, and
that he would let John know how well he does with Advanced
Training.
My own training will not start until I am about 13 - 14 weeks
old, but I am allowed to be carried at the moment, so if you see
John and me, please stop and say hello to me.
I am feeling rather tired now, so I think I shall have a small rest
before I tell John it is time for tea.
Please be good, and I shall see you all in a week or so.
Lots of Love,
PIPPA
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Christmas Gift to God
Do you remember St Mark’s Sales of Work? All that hard work:
knitting, baking and collecting before the big day and then
discussing whether those helping should be allowed to buy
before the official opening because once opened, the cake and
candy disappeared in minutes. I remember blowing up endless
balloons and getting blisters from tying knots in them.
The Summer Fete and the Sale of Work used to be the main
fundraisers for St Mark’s, along with all those wonderful
Auctions. Times change and now we depend on our Gift to God
envelopes at Christmas and Summer Appeal envelopes to add
to our regular giving. This is an important and energy efficient
way to raise money for the church so please remember to put
something in your envelope and bring it along on a Sunday or
give it to someone else who is coming. Your donation will be a
great support to everything we do.
Many thanks.
Fiona Russell

Photo: www.upwardreach.org

18

TATTIE SOUP
2 potatoes
1 small onion
2 rashers Ayrshire bacon
1/2pt water
1 bay leaf
1 pint milk
1 tablespoon Flour
Salt and pepper
Chopped parsley
Prepare and finely chop or grate the vegetables. Remove the
rind from the bacon and cut up finely. Sauté the bacon,
potatoes and onion for about 5 minutes. Add the water and
bay leaf and boil slowly for 20 minutes. Add the milk, remove
the bay leaf and bring to the boil. Blend the flour with a little
water and slowly add to the soup, stirring all the time. Finally,
season to taste, sprinkle with chopped parsley and serve with
wholemeal bread.
Serves Two.
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Please email any articles, news or celebration articles for
inclusion in the next exciting issue of
info@stmarksstirling.org.uk

to

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: January 29th, 2017
Copies of the latest edition of
are available on the
church website www.stmarksstirling.org.uk
For the latest news: follow us on Twitter
or visit our Facebook page.

There are links from our website weekly news page.
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