
Office Bearers 

MINISTER:  Rev. Stuart Davidson        01786 473716 

Deaconess:    Mrs Jean Porter D.C.S.  0772 931 6321 

Session Clerk: Mr David Russell   01786 470159 

Email: mrdavidarussell@aol.com 

Treasurer: Mrs . Fiona Russell   01786 470159 

Email: fionakrussell@aol.com 

Clerk to the Congregational Board:  

Mr. John Murie      0758 391 4619 

Email: muriejohn@gmail.com 

Property Convener: Mr. Hugh Stewart   

                                   01786 464706/ 0783 163 1972 

Email: shugiestewart@googlemail.com 

Roll Keeper: Mr. Ronnie Marshall 01259 722814 

Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Eddie Mann 0785 625 4101 

Safeguarding: Mrs Jean Porter & Mrs Lynne Swanston 

                                 0772 931 6321 / 0791 862 6177 

Groups 

Ladies Discussion / Alternativity/Eyewitnesses Social History Groups:              

Contact our Deaconess. 0772 931 6321 

Email: eyewitnesses4u@gmail.com 

Raploch Fruit Barra: Mrs. Morag Letford 01786 464941 

Email: moby.bookpeople@gmail.com 

Friday Club: Mrs. Mary McKinlay  01786 463387 

Youth Club: Contact the Minister or Mrs. Lynne Swanston 

                  01786 473716 / 0791 862 6177 

1st Castleview Cubs & Beavers: Mark Wright  0781 777 9269 

Homestart: Tel: 01786 476782 

  Email: admin@homestartstirling.co.uk 

A.A. ...........................See local press for details 
St. Mark’s Parish Church of Scotland Registered as a Scottish Charity No. SC005432 
 

 

Connecting the people of St. Mark’s Issue 1 2015

 

CHURCH WEBSITE: 
www.stmarksstirling.org.uk 
CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESS: 

info@stmarksstirling.org.uk 
CHURCH OFFICE  

( not permanently manned) 
01786 470733 
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Church Services 2015 
 

Please find below a list of our planned joint services for Holy 

Week - people from all the Churches are most welcome to 

come to each service, which will begin at 7 pm. 

 

Mon.  St Ninians Old  - Revd. Alistair Cowper 
 
Tues.  St Columba’s  - Revd. Stuart Davidson 
 
Wed. St Mark’s                 -     Revd. Alan Miller 
 
Maundy Thursday    Holy Rude     (Holy Communion)   
                                                          -   Revd. Alex Millar 
 
Good Friday  Allan Park South  - Revd. Gary McIntyre 
 
Please check local press nearer the time to confirm the above. 
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March/April SUNDAY  

DUTY TEAMS 

2015 

   

DATE TEAM MUSIC 

BOX 

1/3/15 1 Kenny 

8/3/15 2 Kenny 

15/3/15 3 Fiona 

22/3/15 1 Lesley 

29/3 /15 2 Eddie 

5/4/15 3 Fiona 

12/4/15 1 Lesley 

19/4/15 2 Eddie 

26/4/15 3 Kenny 

 

DUTY TEAMS 

Thanks to everyone who shares in this valuable ministry 
TEAM 1: 
R.MARSHALL/B.LAIRD/L.DAVIDSON/M.MCKINLAY/J.MURIE 

TEAM2: I.ASHER/M.LETFORD/E.MANN/I.HENDRY/L.SWANSTON 

TEAM 3: 
D.RUSSELL/F.RUSSELL/E.FERGUSON/S.MALCOLM/D.MCKINLAY 

COMMUNION 
shall be celebrated on the following dates during  2015 

 
SUNDAY 26th April 2015 
SUNDAY 28th June 2015 

SUNDAY 4th October 2015 
SUNDAY 6th December 2015 
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The Bond Quiz 

1. Who was the first actor to play James Bond in a radio show? 

2. Author Ian Fleming wanted which actor to be the first James Bond? 

3. Which American actor has played both a villain and an agent in the 

movies? 

4. Which TV actor, who starred in the TV series “The Professionals” was 

classed as the best actor , never to play Bond? 

5. Who starred as James Bond in only one movie? 

6. What was the name of the film starring Sean Connery which was not 

part of the series? 

7. Name the first and last film to star Sean Connery? 

8. How many times did Roger Moore play Bond? 

9.  In which film did Desmond Llewellyn, who played Q, appear for almost 

a quarter of the movie? 

10. The musical group “Bond” play which type of music – Pop. Rock or 

Classical? 

 

 

  2   View from the Manse…        

 

This VIEW FROM THE MANSE today is a different bag from my normal 
letter to you; however, I will come to that in due course.  
 
Meantime can I take this opportunity on behalf of your fellow members 
and myself to wish you and yours a very HAPPY NEW YEAR for 2015. 
 
As I write this article, it is already Friday 23rd January and time has flown 
by as things have begun to restart across the Church family. There are 
many aspects of St Mark's that we believe are important and worth 
something. Such things include our Elders' new districts. Many of you will 
be experiencing a visit over the next year as you receive a visit from a well-
known face or a new one. We have as I hope you know already condensed 
our districts to 9 in total with 4 in Raploch, 2 in Cornton and 3 districts 
joined together at present to form a postal district. Can I please ask you if 
you have not done so already to SEND IN the tear off slip that was sent out 
with the last "Link" magazine. This is important and will allow us to update 
our list of members to make sure that everyone is covered and included. 
 
Various groups and gatherings have begun and hopefully the "Link" will 
give you a way in, as well as some background into those gatherings. 
Whoever you are, young or not so young, we want you to know that St 
Mark's is for you as together we are aiming at growing an inclusive family 
of believers in Jesus, who love God and pray together, read and discuss the 
bible together and serve one another and the communities of which we 
are a part. Everyone is invited to come and belong. 
There are so many things that I could speak to you about it is hard to know 
where to begin, however, let me focus on just one of those areas and that 
is: 

In next month’s  



3   The Next Step with a  

                 "Chance to Thrive" 
 

By the time, you read this article a group of us will have visited various 
Churches in Edinburgh on Saturday 7th February 2015. Obviously, you will 
realise that at the time of writing this article we have not visited them yet! 
But I wanted to give you a heads up on what's happening just to keep you 
informed and to ask you to come and be a part of OUR local Chance to 
Thrive gathering. The reason behind our visits, as hopefully you'll have 
picked up by now is to look at current changes to other churches that will 
hopefully spark our thinking in terms or the use of the spaces inside and 
around Churches that support a local vision. It is the aim of our local group 
to begin to think about our buildings, to look at the space around us and 
within and to ask ourselves various questions about those spaces and 
about the way we currently use them and then to think and to dream 
about how we'd like to use them in the future. 
 
Part of our aim is also to invite others in our Parish whom we currently 
work with or have a connection to, to come to a visioning day where 
together we can do what is commonly called some 
"blue sky" thinking in order to imagine what we'd like 
to see if money and any limiting thinking that we have 
weren't a hindrance. (More on this hopefully in a future 
article.) 
 
So back to the visit - our plan is to leave St Mark's at 
around 9 am and travel south to Edinburgh where we'll 
begin our visiting schedule. The group will include our 
mentor Robin Watson (left), Russell McLarty, Project Co-ordinator (right) 
and myself in the middle along with alot of other folks from St Mark's. 
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      RAPLOCH  

We are a happy group of individuals who meet in the Church Hall at least 

twice a month with a varied programme which we feel would suit the 

needs of anyone wishing to join us. Our next meeting is on March 13th and 

we are having a Fun Quiz afternoon as well as our usual Tea/Coffee and 

goodies. Our meeting lasts from 2.00 p.m. until 3.30 p.m. and it’s a good 

way of sharing ideas and interacting with others. 

Telephone Donnie or Mary or 01786 463387 if you feel you would like to 

join us for an afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAPLOCH COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNION 

Raploch Community Campus  
(formerly the Edzone office) 

 This office is open 
 TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

Each week from 
11.30 a.m. – 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

CORNTON COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNION 

Cornton Community Centre 
And is open every MONDAY 

8.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. and FRIDAYS 
from 4 – 6 p.m. 

 

Both Credit Unions serve our Parish 
 
 
 

 

 
 

RAPLOCH 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

The Community Council has a 
few vacancies to fill and 
information will be advertised in 
the local newspaper regarding 
how to acquire nomination 
papers 
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The Life of Kayleigh: A Canine Partner in training 

Hello to all my friends, and may I wish you all a belated Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. I hope that you enjoyed yourself, one and all, and 
that you received everything that you wished for. As for myself, I had a 
very chilled out holiday, I attended a Christmas Party at the Birds and the 
Bees with some more of the puppy friends and their parents, and then had 
a small Christmas dinner with John, my puppy parent. 

It is now time for the work to start again. 

I am now getting to the stage of my training where I have to learn some 
more of the skills that I will need. To this end, I am starting to learn how to 
touch. This involved witting and touching John’s hand with my nose, and 
then touching various objects and then leaving them. Another thing I have 
to learn is to pick up an object and hand it to John, this could be a spoon, a 
toy or a spectacle case. I will keep you informed as to how I am getting on.  

I have heard some news of my predecessor, WARWICK. The lady he was to 

go to has withdrawn from the programme, so he has been placed with a 

puppy parent in Heyshott and he attends the training centre 2 days a week 

to keep up his skills. 

The people at Heyshott are looking at 2 people who may be suitable as 

partners. So please pray that he may soon be with a partner and working. 

As for myself, I am just about to be and do a small bit of training, a bit of 

fetch and tug, so I will close just now and speak to you all very soon. 

THE VERY ADORABLE KAYLEIGH 

4        Chance to Thrive (cont’d) 

Our tour will begin at Drylaw Parish Church where we'll look at the flexible 
seating that they currently have in a sanctuary. We'll look at how the 
removal of pews has made their sanctuary into a more useable space that 
is pleasant and useful and may well be adapted further in the future.    

 
Removal of the pews 
has made this a useful 
space which is very 
pleasant and where 
there might be plans 
for further adaptation. 

 
 
We'll then move onto Newhaven Parish Church (below) where they have 
created a new multipurpose space along with a café.  The adaptation (with 
café) of the hall and space below the former church is well done and 
adaptable. Though quite plain and reverberant, it has a sense of quality. 

 

 

Panels open out and stage pulls out for chancel 



5  We'll then move onto visit Marchmont St Giles which has a new church 
café and halls with flexible partitions and it's here we'll have lunch! 

The building has a wonderful foyer, entrance, café & new halls that are 
currently enjoyed by senior citizens as well as parent & toddlers groups. 

 

After lunch, we'll move on rather quickly to the RC Chaplaincy for 

Edinburgh University which is a truly inspirational building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

    

 

Eyewitnesses Vintage Event 

In cooperation with Forth Valley College and Raploch Campus Bistro 

1940s – 1960s  

Hair, Beauty & Fashion in Film  

Wednesday 4th March  

3p.m. – 5p.m. 

Raploch Community Campus Bistro 

  

 

 

St Albert the Great is 
an inspirational space 
which is used only for 
worship. It has a real 
quality in its design 
which is well worth 
looking at even 
where we have ideas 
about the flexible use 
of space. 
 

Then we'll move onto look at St Martin's which is 

a newly built, small multipurpose Church (below.) 

A new build small church with flexible worship space. 
 

10 
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6      And finally, we'll visit Penicuik North Church. This Church has a 
traditional sanctuary which has been converted and adapted for various 
uses. 

So folks - that's it for now. I hope that 
this next step proves to be something 
that will spark 
ideas, as well as 
helping to focus 
our prayer on God 
and on why He   
has placed us here 
in these days. 

Till next time, take care,    

                                                       (Davidson),   Tel 01786 473716. 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Fruit Barra Volunteers who took over the running 

of the Fruit Barra in Morag’s absence. 

Please continue to pray for her. 
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Sunday 1st March 
10.50 a.m.. Morning Worship 

FAMILY CHURCH 
 2 p.m  Small Hall 

NO Evening Service today 
- 

Tuesday 3rd March 
5.30 p.m. ST. MARK’S @ 

SAINSBURY’S 
6.30 p.m. Meal together  

in Sainsbury’s Café 
- 

Wednesday 4th March 
EYEWITNESSES EVENT 

Raploch Community Campus 
BISTRO 

3 – 5 p.m. 
- 

Thursday 5th March 
KIRK SESSION Meeting 
7 p.m. Session Room 

- 
Friday 6th March 

Fruit Barra 
9.00 – 11.00 a.m. 

Large Hall 
- 
 

Sunday 8th March 
10.50 a.m.. Morning 

Worship 
6 p.m. Evening Service  

- 
Tuesday 11th March 

Home Group – Session Room 
5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 11th March 

Logie Ladies visit to 
LADIES DISCUSSION GROUP 

2 p.m. 
Small Hall 

- 
Thursday 12th March 

 Forthbank Nursing Home 
Service    2 p.m. 

…….. 
Presbytery 

Bridge of Allan Parish Church 
7 p.m. 

- 
Friday 13th March 

Fruit Barra 
9.00 – 11.00 a.m. 

Large Hall 
- 

Friday Club  
Quiz afternoon 

2 p.m. 
Small Hall 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 15h March 
10.50 a.m.. Morning Worship 

6 p.m.Evening Service 
= 

 Tuesday 17th March 
5.30 p.m. ST. MARK’S @ 

SAINSBURY’S 
6.30 p.m. Meal together 

 in Sainsbury’s Café 
- 

Wednesday 18th February 
LADIES DISCUSSION GROUP 

2 p.m. 
Small Hall 

- 
Friday 20th March 

Fruit Barra 
9.00 – 11.00 a.m. 

Large Hall 
…….. 

 

Sunday 22nd March 
10.50 a.m.. Morning 

Worship 
SERVICE OF HOLY 

COMMUNION 
6 p.m.Evening Service  

- 
 Tuesday 24th March 

Home Group – Session 
Group 

5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 
- 

Wednesday 25th  March 
LADIES DISCUSSION GROUP 

2 p.m. Small Hall 
-  

Friday 27th March 
Fruit Barra 

9.00 – 11.00 a.m. 
Large Hall 

…….. 
Friday Club 
Roll an Egg 

2 p.m. Small Hall

 

Dates for your Diary   8 

 


