
Office Bearers  

MINISTER:  Rev. Stuart Davidson        01786 473716 

Deaconess:    Mrs Jean Porter D.C.S.  0772 931 6321 

Session Clerk: Mr David Russell   01786 470159 

Email: mrdavidarussell@aol.com 

Treasurer: Mrs . Fiona Russell   01786 470159 

Email: fionakrussell@aol.com 

Clerk to the Congregational Board:  

Mr. John Murie      0758 391 4619 

Email: muriejohn@gmail.com 

Property Convener: Mr. Hugh Stewart   

                                   01786 464706/ 0783 163 1972 

Email: shugiestewart@googlemail.com 

Roll Keeper: Mr. Ronnie Marshall 01259 722814 

Gift Aid Convener: Mr. Eddie Mann 0785 625 4101 

Safeguarding: Mrs Jean Porter & Mrs Lynne Swanston 

                                 0772 931 6321 / 0791 862 6177 

Groups 

Ladies Discussion / Alternativity/Eyewitnesses Social History Groups:              

Contact our Deaconess. 0772 931 6321 

Email: eyewitnesses4u@gmail.com 

Raploch Fruit Barra: Mrs. Morag Letford 01786 464941 

Email: moby.bookpeople@gmail.com 

Friday Club: Mrs. Mary McKinlay  01786 463387 

Youth Club: Contact the Minister or Mrs. Lynne Swanston 

                  01786 473716 / 0791 862 6177 

1st Castleview Cubs & Beavers: Mark Wright  0781 777 9269 

Homestart: Tel: 01786 476782  

  Email: admin@homestartstirling.co.uk 

A.A. ...........................See local press for details 
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www.stmarksstirling.org.uk 
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info@stmarksstirling.org.uk 
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6øôĆ õāþü ă÷ô -ðýĂôˆ 

       

Good day everyone. I hope this view from the manse finds you well and 
hopefully a little refreshed after the summer break. 
 
As I write this letter, I've realised again how quickly the year seems to go. 
The summer holiday club is now almost a distant memory. We did the 
Scripture Union programme called "Rocky's Plaice", mainly about the story 
of Peter in the Acts of the Apostles and the people he met. 
 
Someone local to Raploch told me that there used to be a Rocky's fish n' 
chip shop on Drip Road. I've had at least two people tell me that it was in 
different places along Drip road - maybe you can remember where it was? 
 
I have to say, and maybe it's because this was our sixth holiday club, it 
seemed to me to go really well and once again we were thankful for the 
extra help that we got from members of St Columba's and St Ninians Old 
Churches. 
 
Thanks as always go to the local team who helped put on a great 
programme with the addition of a hot meal at the end of each day.  
The thanks for this go to a trust that supports Scripture Union - they were 
kind enough to give us approx. £500 so that we might all have a hot meal 
at the end of the day. Wow! The children said the food was great. Thanks 
to the trainees at the local Forth Valley Raploch Campus who made and 
served the food, we had things like Fish n' chips (maybe you'd guessed that 
already with the theme) beef burgers, sausages n' mash, chicken fajitas (a 
favourite of the children) and spaghetti bolognaise. 
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RAPLOCH COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNION 
 

Raploch Community Campus  
(formerly the Edzone office) 

 This office is open 
 TUESDAY & THURSDAY  

each week from  
11.30 a.m. ς 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

CORNTON COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNION 

Cornton Community Centre 

Open every MONDAY  
9 a.m. ς 3 p.m. and  

FRIDAY  from 4 ς 6 p.m. 
 

Both Credit Unions serve our Parish 

 
 
 

 
 
 

All enquiries welcome  
with a view to Membership 

RAPLOCH  
 

The Club will resume on 
18th September at 2pm 

in St. Mark's Church small hall 
and we look forward to seeing 
some new faces along to enjoy 
this gathering. 
 

 

 



          As if that wasn't enough, we had games, fresh fruit snack in the 
middle of the programme, drama and singing amongst other wonderful 
things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By the time you read this, the five prospective new Elders will have been 
ordained; perhaps the editors will ask them each to say a little about 
themselves? Meantime, I'm glad to say that all five were ordained on 
Sunday 30th August - here's a photo of them below: 
 

(From L to R)Lynne F. Swanston, Irene L. Asher, Lesley A. Davidson, 
(Minister) Margaret H. McKenzie, Jennifer C. Stewart. 

So please do look out for them over the next few months and give them a 
warm welcome. I know personally that it's been a real encouragement to 
me to see people who are willing to help and serve come on board the St. 
Mark's team. 
 

15 

  October/  

November  

SUNDAY  

DUTY TEAMS  

2015  

       

DATE  TEAM  MUSIC 
BOX  

4/10/15 2 Eddie 

11/10/15 3 Kenny 

18/10/15 1 Lesley 

25/10/15 2 Eddie 

1/11 /15 3 Fiona 

8/11/15 1 Lesley 

15/11/15 2 Eddie 

22/11/15 3 Fiona 

29/11/15 1 Kenny 

DUTY TEAMS  
 

Thanks to everyone who shares in this valuable ministry 
TEAM 1: R.MARSHALL/ L.DAVIDSON/M.MCKINLAY/J.MURIE 

TEAM2: I.ASHER/M.LETFORD/E.MANN/I.HENDRY/L.SWANSTON 

TEAM 3: 
D.RUSSELL/F.RUSSELL/E.FERGUSON/S.MALCOLM/D.MCKINLAY 

 
 

COMMUNION  
shall be celebrated on the following dates during  2015 

 

SUNDAY 4th October 2015 
SUNDAY 6th December 2015 

15 
2 
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SOUND OF THE SIXTIES 
Which singers/ groups had the following hits in the 60s ? 

 

1.  SITTING ON THE DOCK OF THE BAY 
2.  DAYDREAM BELIEVER 
3.  WALK ON BY 
4. NIGHTS IN WHITE SATIN 
5.  ALBATROSS 
6.  APACHE 
7.  JUST ONE LOOK 
8.  DOWNTOWN 
9  PICTURES OF MATCHSTICK MEN 
10  GOOD VIBRATIONS 
11  EVERYBODY'S TALKING 

 

AND A FUN SONG FROM THE 70'S 
Which male and female Cockney born Actors had a hit with their version of 
ά ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘΦέ Κ    

 ²!¢/I h¦¢ Chw ¢I9 !b{²9w{ Lb b9·¢ ahb¢IΩ{ 9·/L¢LbD L{{¦9 hC ΧΦΦ  

  

 

   3                                                          

Finally, it's my hope that, over the years I've been your minister, you'll 
have realised that we're trying to encourage the physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being of the people we come into contact with. 
 
During the month of August, on Sunday mornings we've been looking at 
the Old Testament book of Haggai: a book that speaks about the rebuilding 
of the Jerusalem temple and a book where God, through the prophet, 
encourages the believers to "consider your ways." 
 
God did encourage the people to build but He also was concerned that 
they seemed only interested in keeping their own houses in order whilst 
His house was in ruins. He was concerned for the spiritual well being of the 
people first; concerned that somehow they'd drifted away from God. 
 
As much as we are turning now to look at our own buildings, it is my hope 
that we'll also focus on our spiritual well-being and on where we are with 
God. 
 
Jesus told the story of the wise man who built his house on the rock. A 
story in which He reminded his listeners, that those who build their houses 
on rock do so knowing that when the wind and rain beats upon their 
houses, they will remain firm because they are built on the rock. Jesus is 
that ROCK, and those who build their lives on listening to and acting upon 
His words are those who build on the rock. 
 
Those who do not are in danger. The foolish man who built on the sand 
discovered that although this was easier, when the storms of life hit, it fell 
with a terrible end. Let me encourage you, as I do myself, to consider our 
ways, to keep God first place in our lives and in Him, we'll stand firm. 

 
God bless and keep you, 

      Minister - 1st September 2015 
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Prayer Pointers  

òIn prayer I shift my point of view away from my own 

selfishness. I climb above the timberline and gaze at the stars 

and recall what role I or any of us play in a universe beyond 

comprehension. Prayer is the act of seeing reality from Godõs 

point of view.ó 

Philip Yancey in Prayer  

 

A prayer from the New Testament  

So I bow in prayer before the Father...I ask the Father in His 

great glory to give you the power to be strong inwardly through 

his spirit. I pray that Christ will live in your hearts by faith and 

that your life will be strong in love and be built on love. And I 

pray that you and all Godõs holy people will have the power to 

understand the greatness of Christõs love ð how wide and how 

long and how high and how deep that love is. Christõs love is 

greater than anyone can ever know, but I pray that you will be 

able to know that love.                          Ephesians: 3: 1 4 ð 19  

(Try praying this for yourself or someone else)  
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Fish Flapping DƻŘΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ .ƛƎ .ƻƻƪ Learn & Remember 

wƻŎƪȅΩǎ tƭŀƛŎŜ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ Ϫ CŀƳƛƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

Hello.  
I'm Margaret McKenzie.  I'm wife of Alan, mother 
of Christine, Graeme and Stephen, grandmother 
of 2.  I am also support worker to people in the 
earlier stages of dementia.   I am relatively new 
'resident' of Raploch.  The things I love most in 
life are my husband and family and time spent 
with friends;  swimming;  walking;  sunsets; 
plants; knitting; sewing; reading; singing  Oh, and 
making curries!  
 

 

 

 

Hello,  

LΩƳ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΦ LΩƳ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ IǳƎƘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 

one son, James and two grandchildren, Aleisha  

aged five, and Bradley aged 3. I also have a crazy 

parrot called Billy! The things I love most in life are 

my family; reading; knitting; crochet and my 

garden.  

 


