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Good day everyone. | hope this letter finds you all well and in good
spirits.

| write having just returned in late April from a-tldy study leave trip

to Jordan. To be honest I'm still catching up with myself having had tw
Sundays off during the study leave and one off for annual leave. It'
amazing to think that it's more than a month ago now as | write since
I've been back on Scottish soil.

At present, I'm forming my study leave reflections and this is not due
into the head offices of 121 until the end of June. I've done my first
draft and hope to finish it soon. | wilbf course share in the days
ahead some of this with you so that you too can consider the
comparisons with the Church in Jordan and the Church in Scotlan
along with me.

| also hope to have either an afternoon or an evening
sometime not too far away when | can share with you not
44 only my thoughts, but also some photos and some of the

LEFT(Eastern Orthodox Church near the Jordan River)

Until then my feet are very much back to work and to life in Scotland. /
typical week for me this past month has included pastoral visits tc
people at home or in hospital and to the families of those whoehav
seen lovel ones die. I've helped with the Youth Club most Friday
nights.



These past weeks whilst Jean has been on holiday and at the Gene
Assembly and I've helped with the Wednesday school lunchtime grou
along with Lynne.

I've also found myselhithe Church waiting whilst the soundman from
a local company tries to sort the microphones; I've seen the differenc
that the folks from the "Community Service" have made to the Churct
garden and grounds, many thanks to Hugh for organising this.

I've talen part in two local primary school assemblies telling them
about the ascension of Jesus and Pentecost. I've been preparing sor
of the administration for the forthcoming holiday club in June and my
ventures include preparing for the bible study on a Twagsdight and
the Sainsbury's meetings every other Tuesday as well as the gatherir
on a Wednesday night for five prospective new Elders. In case you
like to know more about how to become a Christiayou too could
join us as we gather, usually on Weddag night. If you'd be
interested, please get in touch with me.

Until next time- take care all and may you know God's presence close
by,

%};—M

Minister - 21st May 2015



Three years ago Rolf suggested we
became Volunteer Enablers in the
Church of Scotland Chance to Thrive
initiative, a five year programme to
develop and deliver sustainable Church
based facilities in some of Scotland's
most deprived neighbourhoods. We
were assigned to St Mark's Parish
Church, Raploch, Stiring - one of eight
churches selected. We are part of a Local
Group comprising the Minister, Deacon,
Elders and Members of the
congregation, led by a Mentor appointed
by the Ministries Council. Our releisto
assist the Group to develop and drive
forward their vision, using our
professional and church experience.

In the Scottish index of Multiple
Deprivation, Raploch ranks 3 where 1
indicates most deprived and 20 least. St
Mark's was selected as having the
potential to work in partnership with
local organisations. The Minister is Stuart
Davidson, who some may remember had
a placement at Colinton.

Chance to Thrive recognises the value of
the Church’s people and that its
buildings are often vital community
assets. The approach of Local Groups is -
first people, next spaces and finally
buildings. The aim is to draw on the
strengths of people in the community,
build confidence, develop local skills and
create a long term sustainable vision for
their neighbourhood, with the gentlest
and subtlest mentoring support, all with
God's Grace and guidance. Initially, St
Mark’s strengths in the community and
the importance of its physical location in
the heart of Raploch were identified,
then a 5 Treasures Framework was
devised, capable of being measured and

reviewed annually.
The 5 Treasures are:

Human Treasure:
Young Mums Group
and Friday Youth
Club for Primary 6to §
Secondary 2. The
Young Mums Group
works from the
Community
Partnership and is
supported by St : 2
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Mark's. Through the  Gay and Lawrence Mackie are long-time members of our congregation

Youth Club,

connections are being made with
youngsters and their parents, some of
whom are helpers and becoming
involved with other church activities.
Two senior pupils help as Youth Club
leaders, Stuart and a member of the
congregation are joint leaders.

Social Treasure: Fortnightly family/
messy/café Church type evening events
in Sainsbury’s Supermarket. Aimed at
shoppers, management and staff, about
25 people of all ages, including some
with no Church connection, share
worship, a meal, craft and conversation
aimed at building relationships and
helping people feel connected with the
wider Church,

Economic Treasure: The Fruit Barra sells
fruit and soup packs throughout the
year, working with outside agencies,
including the NHS. Turnover has
increased from £38 weekly to £10k
annually. Run by 4 St Mark’s volunteers
and 4 from the community, it averages
50 customers, inciuding 10 regular
orders, weekly. It aims to connect
customers with the work of the wider
Church. There are plans to develop a

Article by our friendsGay and Lawrence MackieJdzo f A a KSR Ay

cafe.

Culture Treasure: Eyewitness Social
History Group comprising & active
members, a mix of Church and non-
Church. Storytelling and community
events, such as a meal in a local
restaurant with the chef using war time
rations.

Physical Treasure: Buildings The Group’
attention is now focussed on St Mark’s
buildings and their suitability as
community resources capable of
furthering the Treasures. In preparatior
for briefing architects and to see what
others have done, the Group visited
Edinburgh churches who have
transformed their buildings and
surroundings to develop their dreams
and vision for their church and
community. The Group will now invite
architects to hear the dreams/vision for
St Mark’s and the community and put
them on paper, after which a proposal
will be selected and applications made
for funds to bring this vision to life.

Gay and Lawrence Mackie
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4 News fromGeneral Assemblh\2015

Church sends decision on same sex marriage to presbyteries

The General Assembly has taken the first step to extend the
provision covering ministers in same sex civil partnerships to those in
same sex marriages. The final decision has been deferred until its
presbyteries have been consulted under the process known as the
Barrier Act. Presbyteries will now debate the matter and return their
votes by the end of this year.

Following the historic vote on Saturday, it means congregations may
now call a minister or deacon in a same sex civil partnership, but that
provision does not extend to any ministers entering into same sex
marriages until the final vote has been taken. Special provisions have
been agreed which protect any minister or deacon ordained before
May 31st 2009 who is now in a same sex marriage.

The General Assembly faced two votes during a debate lasting more
than 3 hours. Very Rev Prof lain Torrance, who is convener of the
Church's Theological Forum, described the proposal as a legal
procedure which extended the provision of same sex civil
partnerships to same sex marriages. He said the measure would not
change the Church's traditional stance on marriage, nor amount to a
recognition of the validity of same sex marriage.

Very Rev Albert Bogle then moved a countermotion which sought to
defer any decision until the Theological Forum submitted a report on
same sex marriage to the Assembly in 2017. However
commissioners voted for the proposal and against his countermotion
by a narrow margin of 213 in favour to 205 against.



Commissioners then voted in favour of sending the proposal to
presbyteries under the Barrier Act, by 215 votes for to 195 against.

Commenting on the Assembly's decision, Very Rev David Arnott,
who is Coordinator of the Principal Clerk's Office said:

"The General Assembly understood this to be a logical extension of
the benefits which accrue to those in civil partnership. Very Rev Prof
lain Torrance assured the Assembly the Theological Forum will bring
a report on same sex marriage to a future Assembly, which we will
look forward to. Out of a pastoral concern for the whole Church the
General Assembly decided to pass this Overture to the presbyteries
who will report to the Assembly in May 2016."

If a majority of Presbyteries give their approval, the matter will return
to the Assembly in 2016 where the final decision will be taken on this
matter. Any wider consideration of the theological understanding of
same sex marriage will not take place until the Theological Forum
presents its report at a future date.

More news on pages 10 -11



6 Raploch Newg Working with the people of Raploch

First off, | am James Stewart, one of Rapl@clresidents and
community councillors Over the past few monthsl have become
aware that Raploch no longer has any community newsletter so to hel
fill in this gap | have launched Raploch Newsan online News and
Information service for Raploch.

| am hoping to closely work within the community and help build
bridges between local groups and the people of Raploch to hely
improve Raploch and rebuild the sense of community.

| would like to invite you all to take pan helping make Raploch News
a successAfter all, it is a website | am building for the people and to
make things workRaploch News needsur help.

Sq if you feel you could add something to Raploch Ngu&sase get in
touch we are at the early stage so we can build a great foundation for .
news and information service for Raploch.

| also fully understand that websites and the internet aren't always
some peopl&@ cup of tea so for that am happy to sayhat if | can get
enough support within the communityl will be able to look at
producing a paper friendly newsletter.

If you wish to view Raploch News just
to www.raplochnews.co.uk




Canine
<Partnesrs.

Kayleigf & 2: A QdniRe Partner in training
Kayleigh has an adventure
Hello once more.
Well it has been a busy time since we last talkedave beerconcentrating on my
Training, part of which has been to attend a couple of talks given by John, my Puppy

Parent.

One was to the Children's Lunch Club, and one was to the Ladies Discussion Group.
both held at St Marks.

The other big event was a BluebelalW held at Rouken Glen ParkGlasgow. This

was a very good day, seeing all my Friends from the Canine Partners, and also from
Glasgow Dog Training Club.

This was held on a Sunday, so as part of my Training, we travelled through by Train.
We first wentto Queen Street Station in Glasgow, then walked to Central Station,
then got a Train to Whitecraigs. The Walk consisted of a 1 Mile Circuit around the
Park with all the Dogs and Handlers all spread out.

A good day but a long day.

So what is next.

Johnsays that the next 2 big adventures will be a visit to Edinburgh, and a visit to St
Andrews, so | can walk on the Sand and go down to the Sea.

| can't wait.

| have also to do my normal training, so | am going to be very busy for the next few
weeks.

Welltime to go forwalk, so | will close just now, and wish you all a very happy
Summer.

Lots of love,
THE LOVELY KAYLEIGH



29th June - 379 July
1.30 p.-m. —3.30 p-m..

St. Mark’s Parish
i Church Halls

- e

£1 per day
bcome all week...Get Friday FREE

A week-long Holiday Club for Children in P.1 —P.©

St. Mark’s Parish (Church of Scotland) Stirling is a Registered Scottish Chari Ty
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Local children set for an actiepacked week at our annual holiday club

Children from Raploch and Cornton are set for a week of fun an
AFYSa d {do al NJQa Kz2f ARIw2 Qféd
Plaiceholiday club material, the week will be full of creative teaching,
games, craft, drama, songs, prayers and Bible stories as children lea
I 62dzi D2RQa 3INBI G NBXaoOdzS LI | yo

The holiday club runs from 1.30 p.@3.30 p.m. from 28 Junec 3"
July and is open to children currently in Primany@.

Places are limited. To register, come along to ourrBgestration Hour

(details above) or register on the day.

PLEASE NOTEChildren need to have an adult with them to register.
1) For more informéion contact Stuart Davidson 01786 473716
2) Information will appear on our church website

www.stmarksstirling.org.uk



http://www.stmarksstirling.org.uk/

Just some of the items we need for
COSTUMES:
Peter Dressing Gown/ Tea towel
James
Priscilla Fa Peter, James, John
John Kaftan/scarf for Priscilla & Dorcas
Dorcas
Cornelius Roman Soldier costume for Cornelius
2 T-Shirts
Red A4 paper
Dot Stickers
Chil drends stickerq
White & Blue florist ribbon to decorate fruit barra
Props
Boomerang
Torch
Mat
Coat
Sheet
Fish Shapes
6 Glasses
6 Water Jugs
6 washing up bowls
6 towels
washing Line and Pegs
Heart shaped Post it Notes
Balloons

If you wish to donate any of the above items,
pleasehand them to your elder or contact our Deaconess, Jean Porter
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Meet Scott the signing dog the ears of the
Kirkos first deaf mini

\.

Rev Mary Whittaker and Scott the dog amazed delegates at the

General Assembly with their silent but eloquent communication

When membersof the GeneralAssemblyof the Churchof Scotland
turned to their neighboursto shake handsin the small ceremony
known asthe Signof Peace Scottthe dog gavehis own signof "paws"

for

peace.

A hearing dog for deaf people, Scott loves to shake handswith his
humanfriends.;Heevenknowswhento doit.

"He comes to church with me all the time, says Rev Mary Whittaker
who became a minister four years ago and is the Church of Scotland
first ever borndeaf Minister . "So he sees us giving the sign of peact
and he says, 'What about me?' God created him as well and he like
giving the sign of peace to people.”

Scott wags his tail with happiness when Mary signs that he's a cleve
boy. Delegatedso the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in
Edinburgh this week, have been amazed at his ability to understan

sign language.

Rev. Whittaker ministers to two deaf congregations in the presbytery
of Moray: St Johns in Aberdeen and Moray Deaf CGhurc
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SE. Wark's YGoath Club

Report from the Friday crew

Yet again, we have several achievements to celebrate; | usual
Fyy2dzy OS GKSY |G {FAyaodzNEQaod
importance and honesty involved, | decided the church magazine wa
best. While Kyra (age 10) was out playing, she discoveredhla dard
feAyda 2y GKS 3IAINRPdzyRE @UKAOK &Ks
gFNYyAYy3IZ GLF e2dz FAYR a42YSUKAy3
NBSalLlR2yaArotS | RdzZ Gdé¢ Y&@NI RAR 0K
Facebook. He happily came over to coll#cnd rewarded Kyra. She
took great delight in telling Stuart, Lesley and myself, she was give
MmvmMnan ff F2NJ KSNBStEFX GKS | RdzZ Ga
adults were happy too.

Kirsty (age 11) was awarded the star pupil and received t#icate.
Well done to both.

Although the Friday crew has been low in numbers recently, there
have still been many blessings from the Lord, and also several from tr
children themselves. These children are part of the next generation o
adults and the nexworkforce. Therefore, on behalf of the leaders and
helpers, we would ask that you would all please continue to remembe
us in prayer. Thank you.

Each child is considered to be a special treasure created in the image
God. Each has a unique destiny than best be nurtured in an
environment filled with the love of Jesus Christ.
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We have made a start on the church garden. Unfortunately, due to ou
weather, it does not look much different. But | assure you all, work is ir
progress. We have a new spade, fork and a hoe. Next month we plan-
put in bedding plants. Photographs of the hard work being done will
hopefully appear in the next Link magazine. Also in the next magazin
we will have photographs of the Youth clubs esfdterm outing. We
are now planning to take the children, who have been very regular ir
attendance at the youth club since it began, on a special outing tc
show we appreciate them coming week after week in all weathers anc
seasons.

Stuart and | asked thehildren what they would like to do, the reply
was the Pictures, we intend to go to the pictures on th& I8ne and
then out for a meal nearby. The next choice is what will we watch”
Followed by who wants what to eat?

Thanks alsdo all the parents foisending them so regularly.
Stuart and myself would like to take this opportunity to
thank our team of leaders and parent helpers who give up
their own time to help, without such help we would be unable
to run the Youth Club, so thanks to Mums, Dads, Aunts
Grandmas and all others who help.

Lynne
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To make it possible for everyone to attend church this Sunday, we ar
32 Ay 3 G2 KIS | ab2 9EOdzAS { dzy
| 204 oAt 0S LXIFIOS Ay GKS &4ARS
only day to sleep y € @

There will be a special section with lounge chairs for those who fee
that our pews are too hard.

2 S gAaff KIS aGdSSt KSfySda T2NJ
if | ever came to church.

Blankets will be furnished for those who think the chuis too cold,
and fans for those who think it is too hot.

2S gAft RAAUGUNAOGAzOS aG{ G YL 2dzi {
the church is always asking for money.

One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like tc
seek God in nature.

Doctors and Nurses will be in attendance for those who plan to be sic
on Sunday.

The sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias ant
Easter Lillies for those who have never seen the church without them.

We will provide hearing aids forthoS g K2 O y QiU KSI |
O2dGd2y 622t F2NJ 0KS SIFINBR 2F 0Kz



