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Good day everyone. I hope this letter finds you all well and in good 
spirits. 
 
I write having just returned in late April from a 10-day study leave trip 
to Jordan. To be honest I'm still catching up with myself having had two 
Sundays off during the study leave and one off for annual leave. It's 
amazing to think that it's more than a month ago now as I write since 
I've been back on Scottish soil. 
 
At present, I'm forming my study leave reflections and this is not due 
into the head offices of 121 until the end of June. I've done my first 
draft and hope to finish it soon. I will, of course, share in the days 
ahead some of this with you so that you too can consider the 
comparisons with the Church in Jordan and the Church in Scotland 
along with me. 

 
I also hope to have either an afternoon or an evening 
sometime not too far away when I can share with you not 
only my thoughts, but also some photos and some of the 
fun and reflective moments of walking in the Middle East.  
 

LEFT: (Eastern Orthodox Church near the Jordan River) 
 
Until then my feet are very much back to work and to life in Scotland. A 
typical week for me this past month has included pastoral visits to 
people at home or in hospital and to the families of those who have 
seen loved ones die. I've helped with the Youth Club most Friday 
nights.  
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These past weeks whilst Jean has been on holiday and at the General  
Assembly and I've helped with the Wednesday school lunchtime group 
along with Lynne. 
 
I've also found myself in the Church waiting whilst the soundman from 
a local company tries to sort the microphones; I've seen the difference 
that the folks from the "Community Service" have made to the Church 
garden and grounds, many thanks to Hugh for organising this. 
 
I've taken part in two local primary school assemblies telling them 
about the ascension of Jesus and Pentecost. I've been preparing some 
of the administration for the forthcoming holiday club in June and my 
ventures include preparing for the bible study on a Tuesday night and 
the Sainsbury's meetings every other Tuesday as well as the gathering 
on a Wednesday night for five prospective new Elders. In case you'd 
like to know more about how to become a Christian - you too could 
join us as we gather, usually on Wednesday night. If you'd be 
interested, please get in touch with me. 
 
Until next time - take care all and may you know God's presence close 
by, 
 

      Minister - 21st May 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
      Article by our friends, Gay and Lawrence Mackie, ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ bŜǿǎέ; the  parish magazine for Colinton Church 
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4                     News from General Assembly  2015 
 
Church sends decision on same sex marriage to presbyteries 
 

 
 

The General Assembly has taken the first step to extend the 
provision covering ministers in same sex civil partnerships to those in 
same sex marriages. The final decision has been deferred until its 
presbyteries have been consulted under the process known as the 
Barrier Act. Presbyteries will now debate the matter and return their 
votes by the end of this year. 
Following the historic vote on Saturday, it means congregations may 
now call a minister or deacon in a same sex civil partnership, but that 
provision does not extend to any ministers entering into same sex 
marriages until the final vote has been taken. Special provisions have 
been agreed which protect any minister or deacon ordained before 
May 31st 2009 who is now in a same sex marriage. 

The General Assembly faced two votes during a debate lasting more 
than 3 hours. Very Rev Prof Iain Torrance, who is convener of the 
Church's Theological Forum, described the proposal as a legal 
procedure which extended the provision of same sex civil 
partnerships to same sex marriages. He said the measure would not 
change the Church's traditional stance on marriage, nor amount to a 
recognition of the validity of same sex marriage.  

Very Rev Albert Bogle then moved a countermotion which sought to 
defer any decision until the Theological Forum submitted a report on 
same sex marriage to the Assembly in 2017. However 
commissioners voted for the proposal and against his countermotion 
by a narrow margin of 213 in favour to 205 against. 



Commissioners then voted in favour of sending the proposal to 
presbyteries under the Barrier Act, by 215 votes for to 195 against. 

Commenting on the Assembly's decision, Very Rev David Arnott, 
who is Coordinator of the Principal Clerk's Office said: 

"The General Assembly understood this to be a logical extension of 
the benefits which accrue to those in civil partnership. Very Rev Prof 
Iain Torrance assured the Assembly the Theological Forum will bring 
a report on same sex marriage to a future Assembly, which we will 
look forward to. Out of a pastoral concern for the whole Church the 
General Assembly decided to pass this Overture to the presbyteries 
who will report to the Assembly in May 2016." 

If a majority of Presbyteries give their approval, the matter will return 
to the Assembly in 2016 where the final decision will be taken on this 
matter. Any wider consideration of the theological understanding of 
same sex marriage will not take place until the Theological Forum 
presents its report at a future date. 

More news on pages 10 -11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6    Raploch News ς Working with the people of Raploch 

First off, I am James Stewart, one of RaplochΩs residents and 

community councillors.  Over the past few months, I have become 

aware that Raploch no longer has any community newsletter so to help 

fill in this gap, I have launched Raploch News ς an online News and 

Information service for Raploch.  

I am hoping to closely work within the community and help build 

bridges between local groups and the people of Raploch to help 

improve Raploch and rebuild the sense of community.  

I would like to invite you all to take part in helping make Raploch News 

a success. After all, it is a website I am building for the people and to 

make things work, Raploch News needs your help. 

So, if you feel you could add something to Raploch News, please get in 

touch we are at the early stage so we can build a great foundation for a 

news and information service for Raploch. 

I also fully understand that websites and the internet aren't always 

some peopleΩs cup of tea so for that, I am happy to say that if I can get 

enough support within the community, I will be able to look at 

producing a paper friendly newsletter.   

  

  

 
 
 
                                

 

If you wish to view Raploch News just go 

to www.raplochnews.co.uk 
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KayleighΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ: A Canine Partner in training 

Kayleigh has an adventure 
 
Hello once more.   
 
Well it has been a busy time since we last talked.  I have been concentrating on my 
Training, part of which has been to attend a couple of talks given by John, my Puppy 
Parent. 
 
One was to the Children's Lunch Club, and one was to the Ladies Discussion Group, 
both held at St Marks. 
 
The other big event was a Bluebell Walk held at Rouken Glen Park in Glasgow. This 
was a very good day, seeing all my Friends from the Canine Partners, and also from 
Glasgow Dog Training Club.  
 
This was held on a Sunday, so as part of my Training, we travelled through by Train. 
We first went to Queen Street Station in Glasgow, then walked to Central Station, 
then got a Train to Whitecraigs. The Walk consisted of a 1 Mile Circuit around the 
Park with all the Dogs and Handlers all spread out. 
 
A good day but a long day. 
 
So what is next. 
 
John says that the next 2 big adventures will be a visit to Edinburgh, and a visit to St 
Andrews, so I can walk on the Sand and go down to the Sea. 
 
I can't wait. 
 
I have also to do my normal training, so I am going to be very busy for the next few 
weeks. 
 
Well time to go for walk, so I will close just now, and wish you all a very happy 
Summer. 
 
Lots of love,                                                      

 THE LOVELY KAYLEIGH  
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wƻŎƪȅΩǎ tƭŀƛŎŜ 
 

Local children set for an action-packed week at our annual holiday club 
 

Children from Raploch and Cornton are set for a week of fun and 
ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŎƭǳōΗ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ wƻŎƪȅΩǎ 
Plaice holiday club material, the week will be full of creative teaching, 
games, craft, drama, songs, prayers and Bible stories as children learn 
ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǇƭŀƴΦ  

The holiday club runs from 1.30 p.m. ς 3.30 p.m. from 29th June ς 3rd 
July and is open to children currently in Primary 1 ς 6. 

Places are limited. To register, come along to our Pre-registration Hour 
(details above) or register on the day.  
PLEASE NOTE:   Children need to have an adult with them to register. 

1) For more information contact Stuart Davidson  01786 473716  
2) Information will appear on our church website     
                            www.stmarksstirling.org.uk 

http://www.stmarksstirling.org.uk/
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Just some of the items we need for Rockyõs Plaice.... 

COSTUMES:  

Peter 

James  
Priscilla  
John  
Dorcas  
Cornelius  
 
 

2 T-Shirts  
Red A4 paper  

Dot Stickers  
Childrenõs stickers 

White & Blue florist ribbon to decorate fruit barra  

Props  

Boomerang  
Torch  
Mat  
Coat  
Sheet  

Fish Shapes  
6 Glasses  

6 Water Jugs  

6 washing up bowls  
6 towels  

washing Line and Pegs  
Heart shaped Post it Notes  

Balloons  
 

If you wish to donate any of the above items, 
please hand them to your elder or contact our Deaconess, Jean Porter 

 
 
 

Dressing Gown/ Tea towel                               

For Peter, James, John 

Kaftan/scarf for Priscilla & Dorcas 

Roman Soldier costume for Cornelius 



Meet Scott the signing dog the ears of the 
Kirkôs first deaf minister 

 

 
Rev Mary Whittaker and Scott the dog amazed delegates at the 
General Assembly with their silent but eloquent communication 

 

When members of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
turned to their neighbours to shake hands in the small ceremony 
known as the Sign of Peace, Scott the dog gave his own sign of "paws" 
for peace.  
A hearing dog for deaf people, Scott loves to shake hands with his 
human friends.; He even knows when to do it.  
 
"He comes to church with me all the time, says Rev Mary Whittaker, 
who became a minister four years ago and is the Church of Scotland's 
first ever born-deaf Minister . "So he sees us giving the sign of peace 
and he says, 'What about me?' God created him as well and he likes 
giving the sign of peace to people." 
 
Scott wags his tail with happiness when Mary signs that he's a clever 
boy. Delegates to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
Edinburgh this week, have been amazed at his ability to understand 
sign language. 

 
Rev. Whittaker ministers to two deaf congregations in the presbytery 
of Moray: St Johns in Aberdeen and Moray Deaf Church. 
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Report from the Friday crew 

Yet again, we have several achievements to celebrate; I usually 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

importance and honesty involved, I decided the church magazine was 

best. While Kyra (age 10) was out playing, she discovered a bank card 

ƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƳǳƳΩǎ 

ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΦέ YȅǊŀ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

Facebook. He happily came over to collect it and rewarded Kyra. She 

took great delight in telling Stuart, Lesley and myself, she was given 

ϻмл ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ όƘƳƳƳύΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

adults were happy too.  

Kirsty (age 11) was awarded the star pupil and received a certificate. 

Well done to both. 

 Although the Friday crew has been low in numbers recently, there 

have still been many blessings from the Lord, and also several from the 

children themselves. These children are part of the next generation of 

adults and the next workforce. Therefore, on behalf of the leaders and 

helpers, we would ask that you would all please continue to remember 

us in prayer. Thank you. 

Each child is considered to be a special treasure created in the image of 

God. Each has a unique destiny that can best be nurtured in an 

environment filled with the love of Jesus Christ. 
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CǊƛŘŀȅ ŎǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅǎΩ ƪƛŘǎ 

 

We have made a start on the church garden. Unfortunately, due to our 

weather, it does not look much different. But I assure you all, work is in 

progress. We have a new spade, fork and a hoe. Next month we plan to 

put in bedding plants. Photographs of the hard work being done will 

hopefully appear in the next Link magazine. Also in the next magazine, 

we will have photographs of the Youth clubs end of term outing. We 

are now planning to take the children, who have been very regular in 

attendance at the youth club since it began, on a special outing to 

show we appreciate them coming week after week in all weathers and 

seasons. 

Stuart and I asked the children what they would like to do, the reply 

was the Pictures, we intend to go to the pictures on the 19th June and 

then out for a meal nearby. The next choice is what will we watch? 

Followed by who wants what to eat?  

Thanks also to all the parents for sending them so regularly. 

Stuart and myself would like to take this opportunity  to 

thank our team of leaders and parent helpers who give up 

their own time to help, without such help we would be unable 

to run the Youth Club, so thanks to Mums, Dads, Aunts , 

Grandmas and all others who help. 

 

 

Lynne 

 
 



    

To make it possible for everyone  to attend church this Sunday, we are 
ƎƻƛƴƎ  ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άbƻ 9ȄŎǳǎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅέΦ 
 

/ƻǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
only day to sleep ƛƴέΦ 

There will be a special section with lounge chairs for those who feel 
that our pews are too hard. 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜŜƭ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǾŜ ƛƴ 
if I ever came to church. 

Blankets will be furnished for those who think the church is too cold, 
and fans for those who think it is too hot. 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ά{ǘŀƳǇ ƻǳǘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇέ ōŀŘƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 
the church is always asking for money. 

One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to 
seek God in nature. 

Doctors and Nurses will be in attendance for those who plan to be sick 
on Sunday. 

The sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and 
Easter Lillies for those who have never seen the church without them. 

We will provide hearing aids for thoǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǿƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭƻǳŘΦ 
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